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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Researchers have been studying church attendance trends for more than a century.  While the data 
has seen ebbs and flows, one item consistently ranks at or near the top of every list as to why guests 
return to a parish to worship.  Can you guess what it is (hint:  it's not the music; in fact, music almost 
never make the top 10).  The answer is, "I was made to feel welcome."  Here's the kicker:  people 
know whether they will return BEFORE the service ever starts! 
 
When I mention this research, people are often shocked.  Really, there's nothing shocking or 
complicated about it.  When Christians love, it's attractive.  People want to be part of that!  When 
Christians don't love, why would we blame a person for not returning? 
 
Today's worship makes that point repeatedly.  "...let us not love with words or tongue but with actions 
and in truth" (1 John 3:18).  The parishioners in Acts loved so demonstrably that no one had any 
need; they shared generously.  That love is a natural outflowing of our connection to Christ which 
Jesus identified with his famous metaphor, "I am the vine, you are the branches.  If a man remains in 
me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.  Apart from me, you can do nothing" (John 15:5). 
 
Christian love cannot be faked or manufactured.  It is a real and natural outgrowth of our connection 
to Christ.  The stronger our faith, the bigger our love.  That also means that when you see authentic 
Christian love, you really see Christ living and acting through his believing child. 
 
Love.  Let it grow!  
 
God bless your worship. 
 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher Pastor Matthew Langebartels 

Organist  Hannah Langebartels 
Ushers  Dave Frievalt & George Laitinen 
 

 

 

† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

 

 

Greeting and welcome. 

 
 

HYMN         The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done | 148 
Verses 1-3 

Sing the first 3 alleluias; then sing v.1-3; then sing the final 3 alleluias. 
 

 

Please stand. 
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M:     The grace of our Lord ✠ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

 be with you. 
 

C:     And also with you. 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M:     We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
 children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, 
 let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
C:     Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
 sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 
 Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my 
 sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
M:     God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
 our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
 give you strength to live according to his will. 
 
C:     Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  
 
M:     In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M:    Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.  Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our 
hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Please be seated. 

 

The Word 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
The children's devotion is a shortened version of the sermon intended to communicate God's truths in 
a simplified way. Children 12 and under are encouraged to come forward and participate in the 
devotion. 

 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 4:32-37 
Believers shared the word and even more. 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their 

own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there 

were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 

anyone who had need. 

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 

encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:       Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 63 
First Refrain and Verses are sung by Pastor 

The Congregation may join in the rest of the Refrains  
 
Refrain: In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you,  

I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  
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Verse 1 O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. 

  My body pines for you like a dry, weary land with-out water. 

  So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory. 

 

Refrain: In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you,  

I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  

 

Verse 2 For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. 

  So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. 

  My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

 

Refrain: In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you,  

I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  

 

Verse 3 On my bed I remember you.  On you I muse through the night,  

  for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

  My soul clings to you; your right hand holds my fast. 

 

Refrain: In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you,  

I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  I will sing glad songs of praise to you.  

 

 

SECOND LESSON                  1 John 3:18-24 
Our actions show Jesus lives in our hearts. 

18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 

presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and 

receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And 

this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 

commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how 

we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:       Thanks be to God. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:   Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I am the way, the truth, and the 
life, says the Lord.  Alleluia. 
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 Please stand. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                 John 15:1-8 
Stay connected to the vine! 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are 

already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No 

branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 

in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away 

and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

  

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   With High Delight Let Us Unite | 168 
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SERMON                               1 John 3:18-24 
 

The Spirit-filled Life  
 

 

Please stand. 

 

   

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

  born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended into hell.   

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven  

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church,   

  the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins,   

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 
 
If you would like to give an offering, the plates will be set out after the service. If you would like to 
give electronically, please visit www.trinitycoleman.org and click "Giving" or scan the QR code. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done 

http://www.trinitycoleman.org/
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   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

 

 Please be seated. 

 
 

HYMN Welcome, Happy Morning | 163 

 
 
Please stand. 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
M:   Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help us 

by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 

guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

   
 
M:      Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with
 gladness.      
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor ✠ and give you peace. 

 

   
 

 

CLOSING HYMN    He Is Arisen! Glorious Word | 162 
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As you exit the church this morning please allow the people seated on the right side to be ushered 
out first beginning with the back of church. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

MAY NEWSLETTERS -  are available in the back of church this morning.  Please pick one up. 

 

 

LADIES AID MEETING -  The Ladies Aid will meet this Thursday, May 6th at 1:00 pm in the church library.  All ladies 

of the congregation are invited to attend. 

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Men, you are invited to come for a Men's Bible Study this Thursday, May 6th at 7:00 p.m. It 

will be different from other formats. We will have some time in God's word with a focus on application to our lives. 

We might make our way out to the firepit at some point. 

 

 

CHANGE FOR LIFE  -  Our congregation is participating in the Change for Life program to support the ministry of 
New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers. New Beginnings is a WELS-based ministry that helps single mothers pave 
the way to self-sufficiency in a Christ-centered home.  A baby bottle coin box can be picked up in the back of 
church.  If you wish to participate fill the bottle with spare change, cash or checks and return it by May 9th to 
church where the money will be collected and sent to help the mothers and babies at New Beginnings. 
 
 
ASCENSION DAY SERVICE will be Thursday, May 13th at 6:00 p.m.  Communion will be served during this service. 
 
 
THE PRESCHOOL RUMMAGE SALE will be May 13th, 14th and 15th in the fellowship hall.  Mrs. Henry could use a few 
helpers after the church service next Sunday, May 9th to help move some things into the fellowship hall and set up 
tables.  Helpers will also be needed May 10th - 12th to set up and May 13th & 14th with the sale.  If you can help out 
at all that week, contact Mrs. Henry at 715-938-4399.     
 

 

CALLING ALL BASEBALL FANS!  We are having a Timber Rattlers outing as a church Sunday, August 15th for the 1:05 

game.  Tickets are $10 each.  Use this link to sign up.  http://bit.ly/Trinitytix and use the password tlut 

 

 

LUTHERAN MEDITATIONS - weekdays on WOCO, this week Pastor Tesch from Trinity, Marinette. 

✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞ 

http://bit.ly/Trinitytix
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OUR DEDICATION to the WORD of GOD    

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”       Psalm 122:1   

Attendance last week:      78 

 

OUR RESPONSE to the WORD of GOD 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 

your vats will brim over with new wine.”               Proverbs 3:9-10   

Last Week’s General Fund Offering:                 $2,302.99 

The General Fund Balance as of 4/18:           $35,472.00 

 

 

 

 

 


