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Fame. Fortune. Glory. Those are often what we set our hearts on. Maybe not in the big ways that we want to 
be multi-millionaires, but it is a temptation to focus on this life and the good life right now. Maybe it’s none of 
those, but your health is an issue and you just want good health right now. Now none of those things are bad in 
and of themselves, but they are not where our hope is. Our hope isn’t for this life. Our hope is in Jesus Christ 
and his promises of the glory to come, and with that in mind, we even bear hardship and suffering gladly and 
willingly for the sake of Christ.  

  
SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Preacher Pastor Matthew Langebartels 
Organist Zach Maedke 
 

 
† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

 
Greeting and welcome. 

 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 

Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

 

 



 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

 

 

The Word 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right 
hand.  Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow 
where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   Amen 

 
FIRST READING Acts 1:1-14 

Jesus ascends into heaven.  

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he 
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For 
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 
white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.” 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s 
walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. 
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined 
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 
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M: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
    

 
SECOND READING  1 Peter 4:12-17, 5:6-11 

We even bear suffering joyfully as we look forward to the glory of heaven. 

 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice in as much as you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 If 
you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.7 Cast 
all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 
little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL John 17:1-11a 

Jesus reveals the Father. 

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him 
authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is 
eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have 
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in 
your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them 
to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying 
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you 
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have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but 
they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Draw Us to Thee | 170 

Draw us to thee, For then shall we 
Walk in thy steps forever 
And hasten on Where thou art gone 
To be with thee, dear Savior. 
 
Draw us to thee, Lord, lovingly; 
Let us depart with gladness 
That we may be Forever free 
From sorrow, grief, and sadness. 
 
Draw us to thee; Oh, grant that we 
May walk the road to heaven! 
Direct our way Lest we should stray 
And from thy paths be driven. 
 
Draw us to thee That also we 
Thy heav'nly bliss inherit 
And ever dwell Where sin and hell 
No more can vex our spirit. 
 
Draw us to thee Unceasingly; 
Into thy kingdom take us. 
Let us fore'er Thy glory share; 
Thy saints and joint heirs make us. 

 
SERMON                                                     John 17:1-11 
 

No Jesus, No Life. Know Jesus, Know Life! 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 
M: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look on you with favor ✠ and give you peace. 

 
 CLOSING HYMN  Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus | 351 

Hail, O once-despised Jesus! Hail, O Galilean King! 
You have suffered to release us, Hope to give and peace to bring. 
Hail, O universal Savior, Bearer of our sin and shame; 
By your merits we find favor; Life is given through your name. 
 
Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, All our sins on you were laid; 
By almighty love anointed, You have full atonement made. 
Ev'ry sin has been forgiven Through the power of your blood; 
Open is the gate of heaven; We are reconciled to God. 
 
Jesus, heav'nly hosts adore you, Seated at your Father's side. 
Crucified this world once saw you; Now in glory you abide. 
There for sinners you are pleading, And our place you now prepare, 
Ever for us interceding Till in glory we appear. 
 
Worship, honor, pow'r, and blessing You are worthy to receive; 
Loudest praises, without ceasing, Right it is for us to give. 
Help, O bright angelic spirits, All your noblest anthems raise; 
Help to sing our Savior's merits; Help to chant Immanuel's praise. 
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