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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Every year the fourth Sunday in Easter is subtitled, "Good Shepherd Sunday," borrowing from Jesus' 
famous words in John 10 "I am the Good Shepherd."  The 23rd psalm is appointed to be read, and 
the worshiping congregation enjoys repeating its themes in such familiar and comforting songs like "I 
am Jesus' little lamb." 
 
Pondering Jesus as our Good Shepherd is comforting, especially since it reveals some stark realities 
of our spiritual life.  Although we seldom realize it, as members of God's flock we are in constant and 
terrible danger from powerful enemies!  Paul implores the elders in Ephesus to keep watch, because 
savage wolves will scatter the flock.  Similarly, John encourages us to test the spirits because a lot of 
people will lie to us in the name of religion.  Even Jesus speaks of the hired hand; he's no shepherd 
because he doesn't care for the sheep. 
 
How stark the contrast to Jesus, our Good Shepherd.  As you worship, count the ways that Jesus 
loves you!  He lays down his life for the sheep.  He supervises (watches over) the flock, guides, 
protects, chases, feeds, warns, fights off enemies, overcomes, knows me personally, loves me every 
day the same, even calls me by my name.  No wonder why the sheep listen to his voice!  The King of 
Love my Shepherd is. 
 
God bless your worship! 
 
 
 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher Pastor Matthew Langebartels 
Organist             Hannah Langebartels 
Ushers Rick Hutchinson and Kevin Kempka 

  

 

 

† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

 

Greeting and welcome. 
 
 

HYMN  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain | 142 
 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

M:  The grace of our Lord ✠ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit                                                               

 be with you. 
 
C:    And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✠ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE  
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord. 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender 

care: 
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M:    The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

M:     Let us pray. 

      O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep.  Lead 
 us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 
 forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever. 

 

   
 
   

  Please be seated. 
 

 

The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 20:28-32 
God encourages under-shepherds to watch over the flock. 

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, 
savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock 30 Even from your own number 
men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! 
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  

M:     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                         Psalm 23B 
Pastor sings the 1st refrain and all verses 

Congregation can join in on the remaining refrains  

 

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

Verse 1 God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 

  I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 

  I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  

 

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 
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Verse 2 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, 

  you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 

  my spirit shall sing the music of your name. 

 

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

Verse 3 Though I should wander the valley of death, 

  I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 

  your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. 

 

 Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

Verse 4 You have set me a banquet of love  

  in the face of hatred, 

  crowning me with love beyond my power to hold. 

 

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 

 

Verse 5 Surely your kindness and mercy follow me 

  all the days of my life; 

  I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.  

 

Refrain Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, 

  beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 

 

SECOND LESSON       1 John 4:1-6 
Learn to recognize the spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit 
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but 
every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the 
viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God 
listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

M:     This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

M:     Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia.  I am the good shepherd; I know 

 my sheep and my sheep know me.  Alleluia. 

 

  

  

 

 Please stand. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON  John 10:11-18 
Jesus is our Good Shepherd! 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is 
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the 
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because 
he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of 
this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 
and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

 

 
 

 

Please be seated. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  The King of Love My Shepherd Is | 375 
 
 

SERMON    1 John 4:1-6 

  

Watch out for Fake News   
 

Please stand. 

 

 

NICENE  CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,   

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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OFFERING 
 
If you would like to give an offering, the plates will be set out after the service. If you would like to 
give electronically, please visit www.trinitycoleman.org and click "Giving" or scan the QR code. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done  

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M:   The Lord be with you. 

   
 

M:   Lift up your hearts. 

   
 

M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

http://www.trinitycoleman.org/
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing.  He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church.  Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for 

ever and ever. 

  

  

  
 

 

WORDS   OF   INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Please be seated. 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Communion is an expression of unity and agreement in faith. We ask if you are not a member of Trinity, 

please speak with the pastor before you publicly express such unity.   

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want | 360 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  Like the Golden Sun Ascending | 147 
 
 

Please stand. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 

again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 

may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

         
 

 

THE BLESSING 

M:     Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with        
 gladness.      
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor ✠ and give you peace. 

 

   
 

 

Please be seated. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia | 150 
 
 
 
As you exit the church this morning please allow the people seated on the right side to be ushered 
out first beginning with the back of the church. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS were given to the glory of God in loving memory of Gladys Uhl and Bruce Uhl by Wayne & Kerry 

Maedke and Gary & Jodi Maedke. 

 

 

EASTER LILIES  –  If you would like to take an Easter lily home please do so today after the service.  

 

 

THE LATEST FORWARD IN CHRIST MAGAZINES AND MEDITATIONS – Are available in your mailbox this morning.   

Please pick yours up.  If you do not currently receive them and would like to please let Jenny Seefeldt know and 

she will get you added to the list. 

 

 

QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING -  Today following the worship service at 10:30.  Items for the agenda include… 

- Endowment Fund  -    Carillon  -    Line of Credit 

- Dan Carow, June Nosgovitz and Tina Patenaude Transfer 

 

 

SPRING CLEAN UP will be next Saturday, May 1st beginning at 7:00 am. 

 

 

LADIES AID MEETING -  The Ladies Aid will meet on Thursday, May 6th at 1:00 pm in the church library.  All ladies of 

the congregation are invited to attend. 

 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Men, you are invited to come for a Men's Bible Study on Thursday, May 6th at 7 p.m. It will 

be different from other formats. We will have some time in God's word with a focus on application to our lives. We 

might make our way out to the firepit at some point. 

 

 

CHANGE FOR LIFE  -  Our congregation is participating in the Change for Life program to support the ministry of 
New Beginnings – A Home for Mothers. New Beginnings is a WELS-based ministry that helps single mothers pave 
the way to self-sufficiency in a Christ-centered home.  A baby bottle coin box can be picked up in the back of 
church.  If you wish to participate fill the bottle with spare change, cash or checks and return it by May 9th to 
church where the money will be collected and sent to help the mothers and babies at New Beginnings. 
 

 

LUTHERAN MEDITATIONS - weekdays on WOCO, this week Pastor Sonnemann from Trinity, Marinette. 
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✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞ 

OUR DEDICATION to the WORD of GOD    

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”       Psalm 122:1   

Attendance last week:      87 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE to the WORD of GOD 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 

your vats will brim over with new wine.”               Proverbs 3:9-10   

Last Week’s General Fund Offering:                 $3,608.19 

The General Fund Balance as of 4/18:         $$33,254.01 

 

 

 

 


