
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Followers of Christ are Armed for Battle 

 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
September 12, 2021 

 
 



 

2 
 

 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Coleman, Wisconsin 

Phone:  920-897-3422  Pastor Matthew Langebartels 

www.trinitycoleman.org    pastor@trinitycoleman.org 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

You'd have to be blind to deny the reality of evil; you can "see" evil.  Natural disasters such as 
hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes and floods plague the world.  Headlines routinely relate the 
fallenness of people: murders and suicides, substance abuse and stealing, sexual immorality and 
slander.  Christians can also "see" invisible sins that are common to the soul.  Selfishness, 
arrogance, greed, anger, jealousy, deceitfulness, and hypocrisy all belong on a short list.  Evil 
behavior is so ubiquitous that we often suppose that our best efforts should be aimed at changing 
behavior. 
 
Today's lessons open our eyes to both the forest and the trees.  Christianity is not just a skirmish, a 
dustup or a struggle.  It's full-scale war against the devil!  Jesus rebukes a demon and commands him 
to come out.  Elijah faces 450 evil prophets who were in league with the devil, wanting to cast the 
covenant LORD out of Israel.  Paul sizes up our enemy accurately, "Our fight is not against 
people.  It's against the devil and his evil.  So arm yourself for war!" 
 
We should call our existence what it is, and behave accordingly.  First, we should acknowledge that 
the devil is evil and wants nothing good for me.  He's a liar.  Second, we should flee to the only one 
whose behavior has crushed the devil's power and exposed his lies, Jesus Christ.  "The reason the 
Son of God appeared is to destroy the devil's work" (1 John 3:8).  Third, we should arm ourselves 
with the same thing Jesus used to defeat the devil, the truth of the Word.  With a word, Jesus cast out 
the demon.  With a word, Elijah sent the prophets of Baal running.  Paul's encouragement was to 
"take up the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God." 
 
Lead me not into temptation; deliver me from evil. 
 
God bless your worship. 
 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher   Pastor Matthew Langebartels 

Organist  Zach Maedke 
Ushers    Cody Maedke & Dylan Van Ermen 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trinitycoleman.org/
mailto:pastor@trinitycoleman.org
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† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

 
 
Greeting and welcome. 

 
 

HYMN  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me | 389 
             HYMN  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna | 130 
 

Please stand. 
 

  

M:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord; let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 

 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✠ and of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE  
 
M:    In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

      

 

        

        
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
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M:    Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

 

Please be seated. 

 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON           1 Kings 18:16-39 
Elijah faces 450 prophets of Baal. 

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 When he saw Elijah, 
he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 

18 “I have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s family have. You have 
abandoned the LORD’s commands and have followed the Baals. 19 Now summon the people from all 
over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and 
the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah 
went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, 
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” 

But the people said nothing. 

22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred 
and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let 
them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it 
on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name 
of the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” 

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.” 

25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so 
many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.” 26 So they took the bull given 
them and prepared it. 
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Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But 
there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 

27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is 
deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28 So they 
shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their 
blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the 
evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to him, and he repaired the 
altar of the LORD, which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes 
descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, “Your name shall be 
Israel.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it 
large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 33 He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it 
on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on 
the wood.” 

34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. 

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time. 35 The water ran down around the altar 
and even filled the trench. 

36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant 
and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so these people 
will know that you, LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” 

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and 
also licked up the water in the trench. 

39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is 
God!” 

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY     Psalm 46 | Page 84 
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SECOND LESSON         Ephesians 6:10-18 
Put on the full armor of God. 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes.12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when 
the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 
stand.14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place,15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace.16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one.17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. 

18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
M:      Alleluia.  In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your 

righteousness.  Alleluia. 
 

          
 
 

 Please stand. 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON        Mark 9:14-27 
Jesus drives out a demon. 

 

           

14When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers of the 
law arguing with them.15As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder 
and ran to greet him. 

16“What are you arguing with them about?” he asked. 
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17A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that 
has robbed him of speech.18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the 
mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they 
could not.” 

19“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up 
with you? Bring the boy to me.” 

20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He 
fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 

21Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” 

“From childhood,” he answered.22“It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can 
do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 

23“ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 

24Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 

25When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf 
and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 

26The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse 
that many said, “He’s dead.”27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he 
stood up. 

  
 

 

NICENE  CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is,  

 seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,   

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Fight the Good Fight | 457 
 
 
 

SERMON       Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

  

Be Strong in the Lord 
1. Prepared for the Struggle 
2. Equipped with the armor 

 

 

 

Please stand. 
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Please be seated. 

 
 
 

OFFERING 
 
If you would like to give electronically, please visit www.trinitycoleman.org and click 
"Giving" or scan the QR code. 

 
 
 

Please stand. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

http://www.trinitycoleman.org/
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and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

    
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,         

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that 

wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till 

he comes again in glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

  

 M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”   

     

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

   
 

 

 
  

 Please be seated. 
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Communion is an expression of unity and agreement in faith. We ask if you are not a member of Trinity, 

please speak with the pastor before you publicly express such unity.   

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be | 469 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose | 466 
 
 

Please stand. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

           

           
 
 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

  
 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent you Son to share 
 our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
 sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your 
 Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor ✠ and give you peace. 

 

 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN       O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee | 316 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETS TOMORROW NIGHT - September 13th at 6:00 pm.  Agendas are in your 
mailboxes.  Please pick them up. 
 

COFFEE AFTER CHURCH – Beginning today, we will have coffee after church in the basement.  Please join us.   

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY MEETING  -  this Tuesday, September 14 from 6-8pm.  Women of all ages are invited to an 
evening of Bible study and brainstorming as we talk about different ways to build a strong network of ladies at 
Trinity. Any questions, talk to Hanna Maedke or Hannah Langebartels.  We hope to see you there!  
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY –  will be this Thursday, September 16th at 7:00 p.m.  

 

HISPANIC OUTREACH Next Sunday, September 19, Pastor Flunker from WELS Hispanic Outreach will come and 

share God's word with us. After the service, he will present how Hispanic Outreach could look in our congregation. 

Please plan to stay for the presentation, even if you may not be interested in volunteering, as a way to learn more 

about our community, and the ministry here at Trinity. 

 

THE NEXT OPEN FORUM will be Sunday, October 3rd right after church.  If you have anything you would like added 

to the agenda to be discussed, please let any of the council men know by September 16th. 

- Discussion on new hymnals. 

 
LUTHERAN MEDITATIONS - weekdays on WOCO, this week Pastor Myslik from Zion, Peshtigo. 

✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞  ✞ 

OUR DEDICATION to the WORD of GOD    

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”       Psalm 122:1   

Attendance last week:      86 

OUR RESPONSE to the WORD of GOD 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 

and your vats will brim over with new wine.”       Proverbs 3:9-10   

Last Week’s General Fund Offering:                      $2,332.36 

The General Fund Balance as of 9/7:                  $20,727.75 
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Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church Endowment Fund 

In your box of offering envelopes during the month of September each year, you will find a light blue envelope entitled 

“Scholarship Fund”.   The money donated to this fund is invested in the WELS Balanced Fund through WELS Investment 

Funds. Only the growth realized each year may be prudently distributed to any of the following areas of Trinity’s 

ministry: a) Ministerial Education (priority WLS, MLC, WELS Lutheran high school); b) Community Outreach; or c) 

Supporting any part of Trinity’s annual budget.  

Purpose of this Fund 

Motivated by God’s grace, an endowment fund (hereafter to be known as The Fund) has been established to provide 

Trinity members opportunity to provide a lasting legacy in support of his church on earth.  Those who wish to provide 

continuing support may do so through direct donations or by naming Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church Endowment Fund in 

their estate plans. 

Listed below is a financial summary of this Fund for 2021: 

Beginning balance of WELS CEF CD              $12,594.05 

      2020 Congregational Offerings (Blue Env)    +$270.00 

      Roof Loan Interest                   +$220.00 

      Payment to Zach Maedke (FVL tuition)       - $  72.80 

 Ending Balance of WELS CEF CD             $13,011.25 

3/15/21 Closed WELS CEF CD and transferred to WELS Investments 

3/15/21 Beginning Bal. Transferred to WELS Investments   $13,011.25 

5/23/21 Deposited donation                                                      +$9,847.58 

Interest & Dividends and/or Gains & Losses                             +  $779.57 

Ending Balance 7/31/21         $23,638.15 

 

If you have any questions regarding the Fund or its use, please contact the Endowment Fund Administrators Committee 

(Pastor Langebartels, Rick Kerr, Rodney Maedke, George Laitinen, and Doug Crandall). 

 


