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Ash Wednesday Service 

 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 40-day journey with the Lord to the 

cross and tomb, preparing for the proclamation of Easter.  The 40 days are reminiscent of several 

biblical events:  Jesus’ 40-day fast at the beginning of his ministry, Moses’ stay on Mount Sinai at the 

giving of the Ten Commandments, Elijah’s fast on his way to the mountain of God. 

 

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a reminder of our mortality and a call to 

repentance.  The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful is what gives Ash 

Wednesday its name.  Throughout church history, writers have described the practice as a public 

expression of repentance and of our human frailty that stands in need of Christ.  The ashes remind us 

forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the rite for Christian burial:  

“…earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust…,” words that will someday be spoken over us all.  

The imposition of ashes is observed widely by Christians of many traditions. 

 

This year the theme of our midweek sermon series is “Hands of the Passion.” 

 

●     Ash Wednesday, February 17 - Hands of Repentance (Tax Collector) 

●     February 24 – Hands of Misguided Zeal (Peter) 

●     March 3 – Hands of Betrayal (Judas) 

●     March 10 – Hands of Self-Preservation (Pilate) 

●     March 17 – Hands of Brutality (Soldiers) 

●     Mach 24 – Hands of Hypocrisy (Caiaphas) 

●     April 1 (Maundy Thursday) – Hands of Humility (Jesus) 

●     April 2 (Good Friday) – Nail-Pierced Hands (Jesus) 

●     April 4 (Easter Sunday) – Life-Giving Hands (Jesus) 

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher   Pastor Matthew Langebartels 

Organist    Hannah Langebartels 
Usher   Cody Maedke & Dylan Van Ermen 

 

 

† ORDER OF SERVICE † 

 

Greeting and welcome. 

 

HYMN   Lord, to You I Make Confession | 302 
 

Please Stand 
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INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 
 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all 
 humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our 
 neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our sin 
 we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him 
 and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under 
 the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to 
 be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 
 for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
 hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his  resurrection, 
 we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him  in his death. 
 As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away             
 from love of God and neighbor.  

 
I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit 

 yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of 
 reflection and self-examination. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M:  Most holy and merciful Father, 
 
C:  We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, by our own 
 grievous fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
 left undone. 
 
M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true to the mind 
of Christ.  We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our 

lives 
 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 
 
C: We confess to you, O Lord. 
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M: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than 
ourselves 

 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 
 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 
 
C:  We confess to you, O Lord. 
 
M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering 

and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
 
C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
M: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and 

contempt for those who differ from us, 
 
C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

M: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 
 
C:  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
 
C:  Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but 

rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  
 
 Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 
 During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we 

continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
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The WORD 
 

 

FIRST LESSON              2 Samuel 12:1-13 
Once convicted, David simply confesses, “I have sinned.”  

The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain 
town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but 
the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with 
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a 
daughter to him. 

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep 
or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 

5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man 
who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and 
had no pity.” 

7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house 
to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had 
been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by 
doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be 
your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never 
depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your 
own.’ 

11 “This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. 
Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will 
sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight 
before all Israel.’” 

13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.  

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 51a 
First Refrain and Verses are sung by Pastor 

The Congregation may join in the rest of the Refrains 

  

Refrain: Be Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 

Refrain: Be Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 

Verse 1 Have mercy on / me, O God, 

  according to your un- / failing love; 

  according to your great com- / passion 

  blot out my trans- / gressions. 

  Wash away all my in- / iquity 

  and cleanse me / from my sin. 

  For I know my trans- / gressions, 

  and my sin is always be- / fore me. 

 

Refrain: Be Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 

 

Verse 2 Against you, you only, / have I sinned 

  and done what is evil / in your sight; 

  Surely I was sin- / ful at birth, 

  sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me. 

  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean; 

  wash me, and I will be whit- / er than snow. 

  Hide your face / from my sins 

  and blot out all my in- / iquity. 

 

Refrain: Be Merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. 
 

 

PSALM PRAYER  

 

M: Almighty and merciful Father, you freely forgive those who, as David of old, acknowledge and       

 confess their sins. Create in us pure hearts, and wash away all our sins in the blood of your        

 dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

C: Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON              Acts 5:1-11 
Ananias and Sapphira stubbornly refused to repent. 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his 
wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the 
apostles’ feet. 

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to 
you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you 
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 
buried him. 

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell 
me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 

9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men 
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her 
dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and 
all who heard about these events. 

M:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Please stand 

 

. 

GOSPEL LESSON              Luke 18:9-14 

One justified himself; the other was justified by God. 

 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus 
told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
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M:     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C:      Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Please be seated. 

 

HYMN  Chief of Sinners Though I Be | 385 
 
 

SERMON                                     Luke 18:9-14 

Hands of Repentance 
 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

NICENE  CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose             

         again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the       

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds  

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 
If you would like to give an offering, the plates will be set out after the service. If you would like to give electronically , 
please visit www.trinitycoleman.org and click "Giving." 

http://www.trinitycoleman.org/
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

M:   The Lord be with you. 

   

M:   Lift up your hearts. 

   

M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing.  He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 

but also the sins of the whole world.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 



10 
 

  

  

  

 

WORDS   OF   INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”   

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Please be seated. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

Communion is an expression of unity and agreement in faith. We ask if you are not a member of Trinity, 

please speak with the pastor before you publicly express such unity.  

 
Please stand. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 

again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 

may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

         
 

THE BLESSING 

M:     Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with        
 gladness.      
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor ✠ and give you peace. 

 

   
 

Please be seated. 

 

CLOSING HYMN  Salvation unto Us Has Come | 390 

 
As you exit the church this evening please allow the people seated on the right side to be ushered out 
first beginning with the back of church. 
 
 

Announcements 
 
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES continue on Wednesday nights at 6:00 pm.  There will be a meal before the services at 5:00 

pm.  

 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS PART 2 will be on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. starting April 7 and runs through June 16. If you 

have taken the first part, please sign up with Pastor Langebartels for part 2. 

 

CHRISTIAN ESTATE PLANNING – On Sunday, March 7th, Pastor Tom Mielke, WELS Christian Giving Counsellor for our 

District, will be preaching and offering a seminar on the importance of estate planning for you and your family.  Learn 

how you can use God’s blessings to care for your family and to do the Lord’s work after you are in heaven!  Mark your 

calendars and plan to attend this special presentation at 8:15 a.m. 

 


